(Date)
(Name)
(Title)
(Address)
(City, State Zip)
Dear (local city or state official):

I’m writing today to alert you to a plumbing product, that not only wastes our communities fresh drinking water, it can also posses a serious health risk if hooked up incorrectly.

 These products are known as “water-powered sump pumps” or “water-driven sump pumps.”  If you’re unfamiliar, please allow me to give some background. I would think this is an issue you’d want to know about.

During rainstorms, groundwater underneath people’s basements builds up, and is funneled into sump pits, where it’s pumped outside the house.  The problem occurs when the power goes out and the primary sump pump (that’s plugged into the wall) no longer works. That’s when people turn to their water-powered sump pump as a backup. 
 
These wasteful pumps operate by taking the energy in our municipal-supplied water at full pressure, run through a device positioned on the bottom of the sump pit in a basement. When the pump is activated, clean fresh drinking water is released into the sump pit.  Most of these models then pull up 1 gallon of waste water, for each gallon of fresh water used, up to 600 gallons per hour!  Then, both the fresh water and the waste water are dumped out onto the lawn or into the already over-burdened sewer system.  

Based on an estimated population of 50,000 to 100,000 water-powered sump pumps in the U.S., the total fresh water consumption is estimated to be 795 million to 1.5 billion gallons per year! 

Not only do they waste precious drinking water, they pose a serious health risk to the homeowner. Since all water-powered pumps must be connected directly to the water supply, they must have backflow protection - unfortunately, many are installed without.  The problem is, in times of heavy demand, when there's a low pressure situation, contaminated water may be sucked back into the fresh water drinking supply, causing a substantial health risk. 
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In the December 2008 edition of the PHCC (plumbing-heating-cooling contractors) Connection, PHCC president Joe Schmitt alerted contractors to this fact - and 
explained how backflow and RPZ devices (used to stop contaminated material from flowing back into the fresh water supply) are critical to public health.  "A mistake (in installing backflow devices) could take a life, a family, or the whole neighborhood." 

As you can see this is a serious issue – if you haven’t looked into these I suggest you should, and I ask that you please ban the use of water powered sump pumps in (your city).  

Thanks for your time. 
Best regards,


(Your name)
(Address)

